


Venture off the tourist path into your destination’s backyard, for unforgettable worldwide 
discoveries at the best value for gay and lesbian travelers.

Small groups of like-minded gay and lesbian travelers—our group size caps off at 20, so we 
can explore unobtrusively for a more authentic experience.

Focus on discovery—the richest discoveries are off the typical tourist-worn path. We’ll take 
you there, so you’ll experience the cultures and natural environments of your destination in 
a more meaningful way.

Unrivaled camaraderie—we don’t believe you need circuit-like parties to make friends. 
Quite the contrary, we’ve found that when our travelers share unforgettable experiences, 
bonds form quite naturally, and quickly.

The best value in gay and lesbian travel—enjoy the most authentic experience, and pay 
less than you would with other gay and lesbian travel companies.

And even greater savings—pay even less when you reserve your trip at least 5 months 
before departure with our $100 per person early booking discount.

ENJOY THE HERMES 
TOUR ADVANTAGE





ALL GAY ANCIENT CHINA TOUR
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 – MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

HIGHLIGHTS
Beijing, including the Great Wall of China, Ming Tombs, Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square, 

and Forbidden City

Xian, including the Terra Cotta Soldiers

Hangzhou, including West Lake, a silk factory and a tea plantation

Suzhou, including the Master of Nets Garden

Shanghai, including the Old Town, Jade Buddha Temple, the Bund, and Jinmao Tower 

All guiding and entrance fees included

Accommodations for 9 nights in 5-star hotels

Services of a Hermes Tours escort

Services of an expert, local guide in all cities 

China took center stage during the Summer 2008 Olympics. And now it’s time for its encore, starring 

you and your Hermes small group. What’s on the playbill? How about an ancient wall 4,000 miles long 

… a city once forbidden to visitors … 8,000 stone warriors watching over an emperor … serene gar-

dens that seek nothing less than metaphysical perfection. 



ALL GAY ANCIENT CHINA TOUR
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 – MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1: Saturday, September 21, 2013 - Arrive Beijing (D)

Plan to arrive at our Beijing hotel by 4:00 today. This evening join our Hermes welcome banquet, com-
plete with Peking Duck!

Day 2: Sunday, September 22, 2013  - Great Wall, Ming Tombs (B)

Today will be a highlight of your trip, and perhaps even your life! Journey to the Great Wall of China. 
This architectural marvel was built over centuries to keep Mongol invaders out of China. Today, this 
4,000-mile behemoth welcomes visitors with open arms. We then visit the Ming Tombs and see how 13 
imperial emperors planned for the afterlife. 

Day 3: Monday, September 23, 2013  – Tiananmen Square, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven and 

Summer Palace (B)

We visit Tiananmen Square today. The largest public plaza in the world. We’ll also explore the 15th-
century Forbidden City, whose 8,707 rooms and splendid halls are graced with imperial treasures. 
Later, we’ll admire the beautiful Temple of Heaven, visited by the Ming and Qing emperors to pray for 
good harvests.  This afternoon, stroll the inviting grounds of the Summer Palace, a pastoral complex of 
pavilions, temples and galleries on the immense man-mad, Kunming Lake.  

Day 4 – Tuesday, September 24, 2013  – Beijing to Xian (B, L, D)

7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZH�Á\�WR�;LDQ��WKH�HDVWHUQ�HQG�RI�WKH�IDPHG�6LON�5RDG���:H·OO�WUDYHUVH�LWV�LPSRVLQJ��DQ-
cient City Wall dating to the Ming Dynasty, then visit the grand Wild Goose Pagoda. Then we discov-
er the Bell Tower and Drum Tower. 

Day 5 – Wednesday, September 25, 2013  – Xian (B, L)

Today we marvel at the ancient Terra Cotta Warriors. In 1974, they were stumbled on by farmers dig-
ging a well. Today, their legion stands 8,000 strong—though many of them are still buried. For 2,000 
years, they have faithfully stood guard over the tomb of Emperor Qin Shi Huang. 
 
Day 6 – Thursday, September 26, 2013  – Xian to Hangzhou (B, L)

7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZH�Á\�WR�+DQJ]KRX��,Q�+DQJ]KRX��RQH�RI�&KLQD·V�PRVW�SURVSHURXV�FLWLHV��ZH·OO�FUXLVH�WKH�
lovely pagoda-lined shores of serene West Lake. You’ll see why it’s been regaled by poets and em-
perors for centuries. We then drive to a tea plantation to enjoy some of the best green tea in China, 
named Emperor Tea in the Qing dynasty
 
Day 7 – Friday, September 27, 2013  – Suzhou (B, L)

We start the day with a visit to a silk factory. Afterwards we stop at the canal-laced water town of Xi-
tang. Nine rivers converge here, and its endless charms and ancient ambiance played a supporting 
role to Tom Cruise in Mission Impossible III. Enjoy a full day tour to Suzhou, China’s city of gardens. We 
visit one of its most famous private gardens “Master of Nets Garden,” a perfect fusion of art, nature, 
and architecture into what many consider a metaphysical masterpiece.

Day 8 – Saturday, September 28, 2013  – Suzhou to Shanghai (B, L)

Transfer to Shanghai today and enjoy a tour of the city.  



Day 9 – Sunday, September 29, 2013  – Shanghai (B, L, D)
Pay a visit to the Jade Buddha Temple today. Then we explore the world-renown Bund. For a quieter 
slice of life here, you might observe morning tai chi on the promenade. We cross the river to ascend 
-LQ�0DR�7RZHU��WKH�WDOOHVW�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�PDLQODQG�&KLQD��)URP�WKH���WK�ÁRRU��ZH·OO�WDNH�LQ�VSHFWDFXODU�
views of the city. This evening, Hermes Tours hosts a farewell dinner. 

Day 10 – Monday, September 30, 2013  – Depart or extend to Hong Kong (B) 
Your Hermes tour ends today.

3ULFH��������SHU�SHUVRQ��GRXEOH�RFFXSDQF\���,QFOXGHV�GRPHVWLF�ÁLJKWV���
Book at least 5 months before departure and save $100.

Single Supplement: $800, Not Required. Hermes Tours can match you with another traveler should you 
wish at no cost.
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