


Venture off the tourist path into your destination’s backyard, for unforgettable worldwide 
discoveries at the best value for gay and lesbian travelers.

Small groups of like-minded gay and lesbian travelers—our group size caps off at 20, so we 
can explore unobtrusively for a more authentic experience.

Focus on discovery—the richest discoveries are off the typical tourist-worn path. We’ll take 
you there, so you’ll experience the cultures and natural environments of your destination in 
a more meaningful way.

Unrivaled camaraderie—we don’t believe you need circuit-like parties to make friends. 
Quite the contrary, we’ve found that when our travelers share unforgettable experiences, 
bonds form quite naturally, and quickly.

The best value in gay and lesbian travel—enjoy the most authentic experience, and pay 
less than you would with other gay and lesbian travel companies.

And even greater savings—pay even less when you reserve your trip at least 5 months 
before departure with our $100 per person early booking discount.

ENJOY THE HERMES 
TOUR ADVANTAGE





IBERIA! MADRID TO LISBON
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 – TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2013

Wedded bliss reigns in the Iberian countries of Spain and Portugal.  Gay marriage is written into their 

laws. And together, their union reveals a breathtaking repository of a rich cultural, religious, and world 

history. From vast Spanish plains, Moors and Christians vied for power and built stunning fortress com-

plexes. From Portuguese shores, bold explorers set out for new worlds. And from the vantage point of 

your Hermes small group, you’ll unveil the centuries-old secrets of these welcoming nations.

HIGHLIGHTS
Madrid City Tour, including the Royal Palace and El Prado Museum

Toledo & El Escorial including the cathedral, St. Thomas Church, and Valley of the Fallen

Segovia & Avila, including the Alcazar and gothic cathedral 

Cordoba Tour, including La Mezquita mosque-cathedral

Granada Tour, including Alhambra palace-fortress

Seville Tour, including cathedral and Giralda

Jerez de la Frontera Sherry Tasting

Evora Tour, including Sao Francisco Church and Evora Cathedral

Lisbon Tour, including Jeronimos Monastery, Belem Tower, and Monument to the Discoveries

Accommodations for 9 nights in 4-star, centrally located hotels

Daily breakfast, 1lunch and 2 dinners

Services of a Hermes Tours escort 

Services of an expert, local guide in all cities

$100 per person savings if you reserve 5 months before departure!



IBERIA! MADRID TO LISBON
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 – TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2013

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1 – Saturday, August 17 – Arrive in Madrid (D) 
If there’s one thing you’ll notice about madrileños, it’s their sociability. Witness it for yourself during 
our city tour, which includes the Plaza Mayor, the hot gathering spot for locals; the Royal Palace, 
residence to the King; and El Prado, Spain’s repository of artistic treasures. Tonight, join our special 
Hermes Welcome Dinner. 

Day 2 – Sunday, August 18 – Toledo & El Escorial (B) 
Venture today to Toledo, city of El Greco. Perched on a dramatic hillside overlooking the Tagus River, 
Toledo brims with old world charm. You’ll visit the ornate cathedral and St. Thomas Church. En route 
back to Madrid, you’ll stop at El Escorial, an historic royal residence and monastery, and the Valley of 
the Fallen, a monument dedicated to those who died in the Spanish Civil War. 

Day 3 – Monday, August 19 – Segovia & Avila (B) 
Drive today to Segovia, in the shadow of the Guadarrama Mountains. After a tour of the medieval 
and mighty Alcazar, overlooking the Eresma and Clamores rivers, continue to Avila, set on a rocky 
SODWHDX�DPLGVW�YDVW�6SDQLVK�SODLQV��'XULQJ�RXU�YLVLW��\RX·OO�WRXU�6SDLQ·V�ÀUVW�JRWKLF�FDWKHGUDO��

Day 4 – Tuesday, August 20 – Cordoba (B)
Travel by train through spectacular Spanish countryside to Cordoba, and take in this fascinating city 
during a city tour. Marvel at the Islamic-accented Alcazar of Christian Monarchs, and visit the famed 
Mezquita mosque-cathedral, with its stunning facades and 856 columns of jasper, onyx, marble, and 
granite. 

Day 5 – Wednesday, August 21 – Granada (B)
Today we’ll transfer to Granada, and get acquainted with its sights. The grand highlight today is the 
hilltop Alhambra Palace. Built by Moors, occupied by Christians, this is where Columbus received 
blessings for his explorations from Ferdinand and Isabella. You can also stroll the stunning Generalife 
Gardens, and admire its stunning views. 

Day 6 – Thursday, August 22 – Seville (B)
-RXUQH\�WR�6HYLOOH�WRGD\��ELUWKSODFH�RI�WKH�ÁDPHQFR�DQG�$QGDOXFLD·V�DUWLVWLF�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FDSLWDO��
During a city tour, you’ll behold its gothic-baroque cathedral and its Giralda, a minaret-turned-bell-
tower built with interior ramps to allow its holy men to ascend on horseback.

Day 7 – Friday, August 23 – Jerez de la Frontera  (B,L)
Today you’ll visit Jerez de la Frontera, world renowned for its production of sherry. Stop at a local 
sherry cellar for a tasting of the sweet nectar, and enjoy a lunch of regional dishes. The afternoon and 
evening are free for you to explore Seville on your own. 

Day 8 – Saturday, August 24 – Evora, Portugal (B)
Travel to Evora today, where you’ll contemplate the eerie Chapel of Bones at the Sao Francisco Ca-
thedral. You’ll also visit the imposing Evora Cathedral, perched upon the city’s highest spot.  We then 
continue onwards to Lisbon, Portugal’s pulsating capital.



Day 9 – Sunday, August 25 – Lisbon (B)
Lisbon’s wealth was built upon the Age of Exploration, and evidence of its maritime history is every-
where. During our city tour, you’ll explore the Jeronimos Monastery and Belem Tower, and marvel at 
the resplendent Monument to the Discoveries. 

Day 10 – Monday, August 26 – Cabo da Roca & Sintra (B,D)
This morning, take in the beauty of two coastal gems. First, set foot on mainland Europe’s west-
ernmost point on Cabo da Roca. Continue to Sintra, a UNESCO World Heritage Site for its plentiful 
19th-century Romantic architecture. You’ll visit its fairy-tale National Palace. Your afternoon is free to 
explore Lisbon’s historic Alfama district and browse its shops. Tonight, celebrate your Iberian journey 
during our special Hermes Farewell Dinner.

Day 11 – Tuesday, August 27 – Depart for home  (B)
Fly home today.

Price: $3495 per person, double occupancy, land only.
Book 5 months before departure & save $100! 

Single Supplement: $600 USD, Not Required. Hermes Tours can match you with another traveler 
should you wish at no cost. Please note that there is a limited number of single rooms available.
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