


Venture off the tourist path into your destination’s backyard, for unforgettable worldwide 
discoveries at the best value for gay and lesbian travelers.

Small groups of like-minded gay and lesbian travelers—our group size caps off at 20, so we 
can explore unobtrusively for a more authentic experience.

Focus on discovery—the richest discoveries are off the typical tourist-worn path. We’ll take 
you there, so you’ll experience the cultures and natural environments of your destination in 
a more meaningful way.

Unrivaled camaraderie—we don’t believe you need circuit-like parties to make friends. 
Quite the contrary, we’ve found that when our travelers share unforgettable experiences, 
bonds form quite naturally, and quickly.

The best value in gay and lesbian travel—enjoy the most authentic experience, and pay 
less than you would with other gay and lesbian travel companies.

And even greater savings—pay even less when you reserve your trip at least 5 months 
before departure with our $100 per person early booking discount.

ENJOY THE HERMES 
TOUR ADVANTAGE





TURKISH DELIGHTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 – MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013

HIGHLIGHTS
Istanbul Tour, including Topkapi Palace, Hagia Sophia, The Blue Mosque, and Hippodrome

Visit to the Grand Bazaar

Take a cruise up the Bosphorus

Ephesus Tour, including the Antique City, Temple of Artemis, Virgin Mary’s House, Selçuk Ephesus 

Museum, and St. John Church

Pamukale Tour, including ancient Hierapolis and its Theatre, Apollo Temple, Necropolis, and 

more

Konya Tour, including Mevlana Mausoleum and Karatay Theological School

Cappadocia Tour, including Pigeon Valley and Open Air Museum in Göreme, and Kaymakli 

Underground City

��LQWHUQDO�ÁLJKWV�IURP�,VWDQEXO�WR�,]PLU�DQG�&DSSDGRFLD�WR�,VWDQEXO

Accommodations for 8 nights in 3 - 5-star hotels

Services of a Hermes Tours escort

Services of an expert, local guide in all cities

$100 per person savings if you reserve 5 months before departure!

Once you set foot in Turkey, Eurasia’s heady mix of east and west, it doesn’t take long to realize 

you’re not in Kansas anymore. Here, one exotic city straddles two continents, an incredibly preserved 

metropolis reveals an ancient past, and magical, mystical landscapes of cotton castles and fairy 

chimneys lead to a vast underground city that invites endless exploration. Join Hermes Tours, and 

we’ll unravel endless mysteries of an enchanting land as only a small group can!  



TURKISH DELIGHTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 – MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1 – Saturday, April 27, 2013 - Arrive in Istanbul (D)
Welcome to Turkey! We arrive at Istanbul Airport, then privately transfer to our hotel. This intoxicating 
city is the only one in the world to straddle two continents, with Europe to the west of the Bophorus 
Strait and Asia to the east. Tonight, we gather for a special Hermes Welcome Dinner. 

Day 2 - Sunday, April 28, 2013 Tour of Istanbul (B) 
Byzantium, Constantinople, Istanbul. Its three names span more than 2,600 years, and our full-day tour 
today spans its most notable and historic landmarks. We visit the Topkapi Palace, home to Ottoman 
sultans for 400 years; Hagia Sophia, the basilica-turned-mosque-turned-museum; The Blue Mosque, 
named for its countless blue tiles that adorn its interior; and the Hippodrome, where chariot races and 
the Byzantine riots took place. 
By tour’s end, we’ll be browsing the exotic halls of the Grand Bazaar, and endless maze of 1,200 
shops along 58 covered streets brimming with kilims, jewelry, pottery, spices, and all things Turkish. 

Day 3 - Monday, April 29, 2013 Ephesus (B,L,D)
$IWHU�EUHDNIDVW��ZH�Á\�WR�,]PLU�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�(SKHVXV��DQ�LQFUHGLEO\�SUHVHUYHG�DQFLHQW�FLW\�ZKHUH�
St. Paul is said to have preached. During our eye-opening tour, we’ll see the Temple of Artemis, one 
of the seven wonders of the ancient world; the Virgin Mary’s House; St. John Church; and the Selçuk 
Ephesus Museum. We spend tonight in Kusadasi. 

Day 4 - Tuesday, April 30, 2013 Pamukale (B, D)
The “cotton castle” mineral deposits of Pamukale cast a magical glow over Pamukale, as we’ll see 
today. We also tour Hierapolis, the ancient spa city fed by the same hot springs that created the sur-
rounding white fairyland. Admire its bowled Theatre, Apollo Temple and sprawling Necropolis. After 
lunch we visit ruins and museum. Spend tonight in Pamukkale. 

Day 5 – Wednesday, May 1, 2013 Drive to Konya (B,L,D)
En route to Konya, we visit the Mausoleum of Mevlana, the famed mystic and  poet known to many 
as Rumi. Later, we admire the beautiful tiles of the Karatay Theological School.  The rest of the after-
noon is free for you to relax.

Day 6 - Thursday, May 2, 2013  Cappadocia (B,L,D)
After breakfast we drive to Cappadocia, stop at the 13th-century Sultanhan Caravanserai, a  mas-
terfully constructed travelers inn from the Seljukian dynasty. We take  time to explore the breathtaking 
Kaymakli Underground City,  a vast network of 100 tunnels where early Christians hid from persecu-
tors. 

Day 7 - Friday, May 3, 2013  Cappadocia (B,L,D)
Join an early-morning, optional hot-air balloon ride over Cappadocia for a breathtaking view of this 
spectacular, otherworldly landscape. After breakfast, we head to Goreme’s remarkable Open Air 
Museum.  Start the day with a visit to some early Christian churches adorned with unique frescoes 
depicting biblical scenes. After lunch in a local restaurant, We’ll also see the Zelve Monastery artfully 
carved into a hillside, then stop in  Avanos to shop for its famed earthenware pottery.



Day 8 -Saturday, May 4, 2013 Return to Istanbul (B)

$IWHU�EUHDNIDVW��ZH�WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�DLUSRUW�DQG�RXU�ÁLJKW�WR�,VWDQEXO��8SRQ�DUULYDO��\RX�DUH�DVVLVWHG�WR�
your hotel and the rest of the day is free. You might sample an age-old Turkish tradition by stopping 
by a hammam, an authentic bath where locals undergo rigorous massage. 

Day 9 - Sunday, May 5, 2013 Bosphorus Cruise & Free Time Istanbul (B, D)

This morning we take in the vibrant scents and colors at the city’s spice market. Then, embark a 
2-hour cruise on the Bosphorus, with Europe to port and Asia to starboard. Your afternoon is free to 
make more discoveries, or revisit some favorite spots. Tonight, join us for our special Hermes Farewell 
dinner. 

Day 10 – Monday, May 6, 2013 Depart for Home (B)

Our tour ends after breakfast with a private transfer to the airport.

3ULFH����������SHU�SHUVRQ��GRXEOH�RFFXSDQF\��ODQG�RQO\��,QFOXGHV�\RXU�GRPHVWLF�ÁLJKWV��
Book 5 months before departure and save $100! 

Single Supplement: $475 USD, Not Required. Hermes Tours can match you with another traveler 
should you wish at no cost. Please note that there is a limited number of single rooms available.

TURKISH DELIGHTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 – MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013
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